Practitioners

DRAMA| GCSE

Bertolt Brechi
1898 — 1956

“Art is not a mirror to reflect
reality, but a hammer with which to
shape it."

Believed that theatre should
be used to spread a message
and comment on society.

The audience should always
be aware they are watching a
play and constantly
questioning what they see.
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Breaking the fourth wall

= Alienation
(Verfremdungseffekt)

- Gestus

- Use of placards

= Narration

= Multi-role

- Minimal set/costume/props

- Masks

Epic theatre

Augusio Boal
1831

— 2004

“T'he theatre 5 a weapon, and 1t 15
the people who should wield it

Believed that theatre gave
people the ability to take
control and make changes.

Well known for Forum
Theatre, in which the audience
can stop a piece of drarma and
step in to change the
outcome.

Terminology and technigues:
= Forum theatre

= Improvisation

= Public theatre

- Audience participation

= ‘Spect-actor’

- Exploring social issues

Theatre of the
Oppressed

Jacgues Lecog
1921 - 1999

*The body knows things about
which the mind 15 ignorant.

Believed theatra was about
using the body to tell stories.

Focus on physical theatre,
movemnent and mime.

Movement genarates the
emotion (muscle memory)

Levels:

Catatonic (jellyfish)
Relaxed (Californian)
Neutral (no story)
Curiousfalert {Mr Bean)
Reactive/Suspense
(melodrama)
Passionate (opera)

7. Tragic (petrified)
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Seven levels of Tension
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